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Fourth Sunday of Advent  
Fr. Tom Little  -  91-31559 

Fr Sean Hyland  - 91-31212  

Sr. Joan Pierse  91-42565 

Emergency Priest on Duty  

087 2588118 

Askea Parish Community 

Centre Phone 91-42565 

087 1269709 

Collections last week: 

Development €1,612 

Offertory €1,408 

Mass Times:  

Askea 9.30am Mon-Fri;  

Sat 7pm; Sun 9am, 10.30am 

& 12 Noon.   

Bennekerry Sun 11.30am; 

Tinryland Tues 9.30am &  

Sunday 10am 

************ 

Deadline for items for 

Newsletter is 5pm on 

Wednesday by phone to 

9142565 or email to 

office@askeaparish.ie 

Website: www.askeaparish.ie 

Christmas  

Mass Times Askea 

Christmas Eve 
 6.30pm and 9pm 

Christmas Day  
    9am, 10.30am and 12 noon. 

Monday 26th Dec to Friday 
30th Dec – 9.30am 

 
Penitential Service for 
Christmas 
Monday 19th December 
at 7pm. 
 
Confessions also 
available from 11am to 
12 Noon in Askea 
Church on Christmas 
Eve. 

 

http://www.askeaparish.ie/


 

 

 

St Mary’s Parish, Bennekerry 
Sunday 18th December 2016 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
The True Meaning of Christmas 

Once again it's Christmas Time, time for us to be,  

Busy wrapping presents and setting up the tree.  

It seems we have so many things, to think of and to do,  

We may forget that Christmas,  

has a deeper meaning too.  

A meaning that goes far beyond,  

the things the eye can see,  

Such as Holly wreaths, Mistletoe,  

and Gifts beneath the tree.  

For these are only Symbols,  

of what happened Christmas morn,  

When in a little manger, GOD's only Son was born.  

GOD put HIM here upon this Earth,  

with one idea in mind.  

To put New Hope around the World,  

and LOVE in all Mankind.  

So even though we're busy, and have many things to do,  

Let's not forget that Christmas,  

has a deeper Meaning too.  
 

  Eugene W. Miller



 

St Mary’s Parish, Bennekerry 

Fr Tom Little PP – Phone 059 9131559. Fr Seán Hyland CC 0599131212.  

Newsletter Items – 059 9143881. Deadline for News items: - 9pm 

Wednesdays Emergency Number for the Priest on Duty 087 2588118. 
Parish Office – 059 9142565 087 – 1269709. 

Website: www.askeaparish.ie;  email: office@askeaparish.ie 
 

 

Anniversaries 
Elizabeth Hunt, Pollerton Big 

Mary Patricia Tully, Brownshill 

 

Palatine GAA Lotto Draw   
Result of Lotto Monday 12th Dec.'16.  Numbers drawn 3, 5, 
13, 25.  No jackpot winner     4 Lucky Dips - each gets €50 
Winner                                           Promoter 
Jimmy Lomax                                Pat Carroll 
Kathleen McGarry                        Frank McGarry 
Alan Cullen                                    Vincent Toner 
Kathleen Hutton                          Jimmy O'Shea 
Promoter's Prize  Seán Tracey 
Next Draw Monday 19th Dec..   Jackpot €5,400 
 

http://www.askeaparish.ie/
mailto:office@askeaparish.ie


Kildare & Leighlin Weekly Lotto Results 
For Wed 14th December 2016. Numbers drawn were 5, 8, 15 

and 22.    NO JACKPOT WINNER. 42 Match 3s won €24 each.  
Askea/Bennekerry had 4 Match3. Next week’s Jackpot €13,000. 

Winner    Promoter 

Chris Delaney   Marie Nolan 
Annette Dooley  Marie Nolan 
Liam Whelan   Jimmy Nolan 
Una Bowe   Una Bowe 

Tickets €2 each – available from Askea Parish Centre.  Please note 
the draw takes place on Wed at 4.30pm in Portlaoise.  Tickets must 
be returned by 5pm each Tuesday to Askea Parish Centre. 

 

      CHRISTMAS LOTTO ARRANGEMENTS 
Wednesday 21

st
 December final lotto draw of 2016 

No lotto draw on Wednesday 28
th

 December.  First draw of 2017 

will take place on Wednesday 4
th

 January 2017. 

We wish everyone who takes part in the K & L Lotto a very 

Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.       

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
In 2017 Kildare & Leighlin Diocese will have its first 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes for five nights from 16

th
 

July which will be led by Bishop Denis Nulty.   
The cost of the trip is €719 per person sharing. 
Booking forms are available from the Parish Centre. 
Joe Walsh Tours Pilgrimages 01 2410810. 

Vocation Views – Fourth Sunday of Advent. 

“When Joseph awoke he did as the angel of the Lord directed 

him.”  Are you prayerfully vigilant about discovering your 

vocation in Christ? Might He be inviting you to the 

priesthood?  Contact: Fr. Ruairi O’Domhnaill 

vocations@kandle.ie,  www.kandlepriest.com 

 

http://www.kandlepriest.com/


Local choir Carlow Voices are delighted to hold their annual 

Christmas Gathering concert in St. Mary’s Church, Haymarket on 
Tuesday 20th December at 8.00pm. This Christmas the choir are 
joined by special guests soprano Emer Barry and local children’s 
choir Sing Aloud; with Gillian Daly as accompanist. Tickets €10 are 
available from all choir members or may be purchased on the door. 
 

Carlow Rotary Tree Of Remembrance  2016. 
People are welcome to write their personal message of 
remembrance on a yellow ribbon and this will be placed on the 
tree.  The Remembrance Tree will be attended from 10am-6pm 
every day from now until Christmas Eve   While there is no charge, 
donations are welcome, with funds raised going - St Vincent de 
Paul, Carlow Hospice, Eist (Cancer Support Group).  Alzheimer’s  
Bethany House Carlow .  
  

Trócaire is hoping for the usual terrific support from 

parishioners for the Trócaire Gifts and Christmas Appeal. The gifts 
make a huge difference to the lives of families and communities in 
some of the world’s poorest countries and start from as little as €5 
for olive trees for Palestinian families. To find out more, buy a gift 
or make a donation log on to trocaire.org or call 1850 408 408. 
 

Friends of Cuan Mhuire at Sacred Heart Ha, Chaff Street, 

Graiguecullen (at side of Graiguecullen Church near Callinans 
Supermarket) Christmas gathering for neighbours, friends, ex-
residents or anybody needing a listening ear or information on 
addiction recovery.  Everyone welcome.  Tuesday 20

th
 December 

from 7.30pm to 9pm. 
 

Tinryland Parish Magazine “Reaching Out” was recently 

published for the 21st successive year. Copies still available in 
Deane’s Barrack St. St Joseph’s Church Tinryland and Tinryland 
G.A.A. club. 
 



Christmas Dues Collection  
for the Bishop and priests of the parish will be taken up at all 
Masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.   
Your support is greatly appreciated. 

 

Penitential Service Monday 19th December  
at 7pm in Askea Church.  Confessions also on 
Christmas Eve from 11am – 12 noon in Askea Church. 
 

Askea Pharmacy Christmas Opening Hours: 
Sat 24th Dec  9am - 1pm; Sun 25th Dec  CLOSED; Mon 26th Dec 
CLOSED; Tue 27th Dec  CLOSED; Wed/Thurs/Fri 9am-6pm;  
Sat 31st Dec   9am - 1pm; Mon  1st Jan    CLOSED 
Tuesday 2nd Jan 9am - 6pm 
 

Graiguecullen Monster Christmas Bingo. 
Tuesday 20th December @ 8.30pm.   
  

For sale: Large bags of fire kindling for sale.  059 91 32405. 

 

Bags of hardwood and softwood Trailer loads and tonne 

bags of hardwood and softwood.  Also kindling for sale- great for 
stoves/ranges. Ph 089 2090602 
 

ÉIRE ÓG LOTTO WINNING NO’s Mon Dec 12th…12  15  26  31… 

No Jackpot Winner…2 x Match 3 received €75 each..Annette Byrne 
75, Castlewood Gardens,  Mary Hogan c/o Riverside Stores.  
Bingo every Thur night @ 8.30pm. NEXT WEEKS JACKPOT €8,600.  
Draw takes place every Monday night in Teach Asca at 9.00pm 
 

Post Christmas treat – Aspiro perform ‘Remembering the Child‘ 

in Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin on the 28
th

 December at 7pm. 
Lovely Christmas gift for family and friends. Tickets can be bought 

on the following website www.christchurch.com    

http://www.christchurch.com/


CALENDAR 
Tuesday 20

th
:-St Fachanan although little is known with 

certainty about Fachanan, a strong tradition from early times 

links him with Kilfenora and records that he founded a church 

or monastery there in the 6
th
 century.  He is venerated as the 

patron of the diocese of kilfenora, now part of Galway. 

Wednesday- 21
st
 :-St Peter Canisius, 1521-1597, was born in 

Holland.  He intended to become a lawyer but joined the 

Jesuits..  Through courtesy and learning he promoted the 

Catholic revival after the Council of Trent.  His greatest work 

was a catechism of 211 Questions & Answers, published in 

1555. 

Friday 23
rd

 :-St John Kanty 1390-1473, taught theology and 

Scripture in the University of Cracow, Poland.  He is also 

remembered for his austerity of life and generosity. 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
“Mankind is a great, an immense family … This is proved 
by what we feel in our hearts at Christmas.”   

– Pope John Paul XXIII 
 

The EIST Cancer Support Centre, The Waterfront, Mill Lane 

Carlow provides practical help and emotional support to anyone 
effected by cancer, their families and carers, from the time of 
diagnosis, through treatment and afterwards. At Eist we respect 
and support you on your individual personal journey. We ensure a 
confidential, professional and caring service in a peaceful 
environment.  The Eist Cancer Support Centre opens at 10.00 am to 
4 pm Monday to Thursday and 10.00 am to 1.00 pm of Fridays. 
Telephone Number 059 9139684. Or you can have a look at some of 
our services on our website at www.eistcarlowcancersupport.ie 
We will be closed from Tuesday 20

th
 December until Tuesday 3

rd
 

January 2017. We would like to wish all our clients, friends & 
supporters a very happy Christmas & Healthy New Year. 
 

http://www.eistcarlowcancersupport.ie/


Story 
Little John asked,  “Is Granda dead?”  The busy mother 

said,  “Yes Granda is dead and gone to Heaven”.  John 

persisted.  “Ma, is Granda alive in Heaven”  “Yes 

Granda is alive in Heaven,  the mother said.”  “But Ma, 

how if he was dead he is now alive in Heaven.”  The 

mother said, “God gives him a kiss, and that makes him 

alive.”  John thought to himself and said,   “Ma that must 

be a fabulous Kiss. 

Christmas must be about that fabulous kiss to all 

humanity.  Indeed, it was even better.  He took 

possession of our poor weak humanity.  The Word was 

made flesh and dwelt among us.  Christmas is a time to 

be happy, because God thinks so much of us.  It is a time 

for kisses and friendships, a time for making up, healing 

wounds, making peace while we wait for all humanity to 

see the Glory of God. 
 Sunday Mass Stories and Prayers/Liam Hickey 

 

The Fourth and Last Purple Candle, often 

times called the "Angels Candle," represents 

peace and is lit on the fourth Sunday of Advent.  

On Christmas Eve, the white center candle is 

traditionally lit.  This candle is called the "Christ 

Candle" and represents the life of Christ that has 

come into the world. The color white represents 

purity.  Christ is the sinless, spotless, pure 

Savior.  Also, those who receive Christ as Savior 

are washed of their sins and made whiter than 

snow. 

http://christianity.about.com/od/verseoftheday/qt/verseday132.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/verseoftheday/qt/verseday132.htm


MARY’S DREAM  
I had a dream, Joseph. 

I don’t understand it, but I think it was about a birthday 

celebration for our son. 

The people in my dream had been preparing for about six 

weeks. 

They had decorated the house and bought new clothes. 

They’d gone shopping many times and bought many 

elaborate gifts. 

It was peculiar, though, because the presents weren’t for 

our son. 

They wrapped them in beautiful paper and stacked them 

under a tree. 

Yes, a tree, Joseph, right inside their homes! They’d 

decorated the tree with sparkling ornaments. 

There was a figure like an angel on the top of the tree. 

Everyone was laughing and happy. 

They gave the gifts to each other, Joseph, not to our son. 

I don’t think they even knew him. 

They never mentioned his name. 

I had the strangest feeling that, if our Jesus had gone to 

this celebration he would have been intruding. 

How sad for someone not to be wanted at his own 

birthday party! 

I’m glad it was only a dream. How terrible Joseph, if it 

had been real!’ 

      

 Author Unknown.



What to Give Grieving Loved Ones This Christmas 
 I lost my mother six weeks ago. Too close to Christmas for me to really 
care about fairy lights and gift wrapping, though brandy and rum balls have 
certainly increased their appeal. Her name was Joy -- she was made for 
Christmas. Which is why a simple piped Christmas carol can have me 
sobbing without warning in aisle six at the local supermarket. 
In the first few weeks of shock post her death I foolishly thought I could 
control when or where the tears would hit. But that's like thinking you can 
control the tides or send the earth in the opposite direction round the sun. 
I have since resigned myself to a quiet tear in a bank queue, a misty eye in 
the dog park or one full cathartic break down behind the wheel of my car, 
stereo blasting. 
The trouble is we live in a Western homogenized world that doesn't 
acknowledge grief past the funeral. We are not taught when we are young 
that dying is a part of life, your life and everyone else's life. It is as natural 
as the first and last breathe we take and appears in every life force around 
us. There is a beginning, middle and end to everything. 
Instead we seek eternal youth. We buy hope in a jar to turn back the years 
with cosmetic creams, spend hours at the gym in the quest for smooth 
undimpled thighs and dye the grey out of our hair lest anyone suspect for a 
moment that we are human and experiencing the limit of time given to 
each of us. 
If we live in a world of denial around aging, how can we possibly know 
what to say to those impacted by what aging represents -- death? 
In the weeks during my mother's deterioration and then her inevitable 
demise I witnessed the discomfort of those who struggle in the face of 
other's vulnerability and loss. I have seen people, for the first time post-
death, who know she has died but say nothing. 
Yet they chitter chatter with white noise and over disclosure in a bid to 
keep the fear of vulnerability at bay. Anything but acknowledge the truth 
before them. 
Here's a tip: I don't have leprosy, and death is not contagious, though it will 
eventually come for you too. Not mentioning the death of my mother, the 
person who gave me life, who birthed me, bathed me and was forever 
present in my world, only makes it easier for you, or so you think. 
I will not break down into a flood of a thousand tears, howling at the sky if 
you acknowledge the significant event that has created a new world for 
me. And if I do, then so what? 
Those in grief are acutely sensitive to loss. Friends that go missing in action, 
and they do, without a word of explanation during this crucial time only 



accentuate that loss. One of the best things you can say is "I don't know 
what to say" or "it is too confronting for me," for the acknowledgement 
itself opens up a dialogue. 
Not inviting a grieving person to holiday events may be well-meaning, but 
again it represents the deafening silence the grieving person already deals 
with daily. Inviting them doesn't mean they will come and drop 
inconsiderate salty tears into your eggnog and be found in the foetal 
position under the Christmas tree but again, so what if they do, because 
you can be guaranteed someone with flashing felt antlers and a reindeer 
sweater will do it anyway. 
People in grief are akin to those in the early stages of love. They suffer from 
mention-itis, the ability to drop that person's name into every conversation 
no matter how random. Let them. 
Don't shut them down or change the topic because they dared to mention 
the name of someone who dared to inconsiderately die in the three 
hundred and fifty odd days prior to Christmas. To do so is to say the 
deceased never existed when all they have left is memories. 
Gestures do count, even declined invitations. Gestures mean someone is 
thinking about you and gestures reveal to the grieving that they are being 
thought about. 
On one of the six final nights my mum spent in hospital I stood in the lift 
unable to contain the tears breaking the wells in my eyes. A stranger who 
shared the lift reached out and rubbed my back. Bless that stranger and 
their gesture forever. 
I have since arrived at my local café to find a friend who had been at the 
café before me had paid for my breakfast the next time I came in. I have 
come home to a photo book of puppies on my front door, to flowers sent 
five weeks after with a note about "understanding the silence," to a bag of 
groceries and a soulful recipe for the heart that explained the ingredients 
within. 
I haven't seen any of these people. I didn't need to -- the gestures have 
meant it all. 
Loss leaves us vulnerable but there is truth, authenticity and courage in 
vulnerability when you remain present to all that the grief process reveals. I 
am as grateful for my mother's life as my mother's death for both have 
brought new life to me in different ways. 
If you truly want to give something to someone who is grieving this 
Christmas, then give your presence for even a moment. Wrap your 
vulnerability up with a red ribbon and hand it over: You'll be surprised what 
a true present that is and where that connection can lead. 
 


